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Subpart 1.01—Organization and
General Flow of Functions

§1.01-05 Definitions of terms used in
this part.
(a) The term Commandant means the
Commandant of the Coast Guard.
(b) The term District Commander
means an officer of the Coast Guard

designated as such by the Commandant
to command all Coast Guard activities
within a district.

(c) The term Area Commander means
an officer of the Coast Guard des-
ignated as such by the Commandant to
command all Coast Guard activities
within an Area.

(d) The term Credential means any or
all of the following:

(1) Merchant mariner’s document.

(2) Merchant mariner’s license.

(3) STCW endorsement.

(4) Certificate of registry.

(5) Merchant mariner credential.

(e) The term Merchant mariner creden-

tial or MMC means the credential
issued by the Coast Guard under 46
CFR part 10. It combines the individual
merchant mariner’s document, license,
and certificate of registry enumerated
in 46 U.S.C. subtitle II part E as well as
the STCW endorsement into a single
credential that serves as the mariner’s
qualification document, certificate of
identification, and certificate of serv-
ice.
[CGD 88-033, 54 FR 50376, Dec. 6, 1989, as
amended by USCG-2006-24520, 71 FR 35818,
June 22, 2006; USCG-2006—24371, 74 FR 11213,
Mar. 16, 2009]

§1.01-10 Organization.

(a) The Commandant is the head of
the agency and exercises overall direc-
tion over the policy and administration
of the Coast Guard.

(b) To carry out the regulatory and
enforcement aspects of marine safety,
the staff officers designated in this
paragraph are assigned to the Com-
mandant. The chain of military com-
mand is directly from the Commandant
to the District Commanders, except for
marine safety regulatory and enforce-
ment matters within the area of re-
sponsibility of Coast Guard Activities
Europe. For Activities Europe, the
chain of command is from the Com-
mandant to the Atlantic Area Com-
mander. The staff officers at Head-
quarters act only on the basis of the
Commandant’s authority and direc-
tion.

(1) The Deputy for Operations Policy
and Capabilities (CG-DCO-D), under
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the general direction of the Com-
mandant, directs, supervises, and co-
ordinates the activities of: The Direc-
tor of Commercial Regulations and
Standards (CG-5PS), consisting of the
Office of Design and Engineering
Standards (CG-ENG), the Office of Op-
erating and Environmental Standards
(CG-OES), and the Office of Standards
Evaluation and Development (CG-
REG); the Assistant Commandant for
Response Policy (CG-5R), consisting of
the Office of Law Enforcement Policy
(CG-MLE), the Office of Counterter-
rorism and Defense Operations (CG-—
DOD), the Office of Environmental Re-
sponse Policy (CG-MER), the Office of
Search and Rescue (CG-SAR), and the
Office of Crisis and Contingency Plan-
ning and Exercise Policy (CG-CPE); the
Assistant Commandant for Prevention
Policy (CG-5P), consisting of the Office
of International and Domestic Port As-
sessment (CG-PSA), the Office of Aux-
iliary and Boating Safety (CG-BSX),
the Office of Commercial Vessel Com-
pliance (CG-CVC), the Office of Port
and Facility Activities (CG-FAC), the
Office of Investigations and Casualty
Analysis (CG-INV); and the Director of
Marine Transportation Systems (CG-
5PW), consisting of the Office of Bridge
Programs (CG-BRG), the Office of Wa-
terways and Ocean Policy (CG-WWM),
and the Office of Navigation Systems
(CG-NAV). The Deputy Commandant
for Operations (CG-DCO), under the
general direction of the Commandant,
directs, supervises, and coordinates the
activities of the Operations Resource
Management Directorate (CG-DCO-R),
consisting of the Office of Workforce
Management (CG-DCO-R-1), the Office
of Budget Development (CG-DCO-R-2),
the Office of Budget Execution (CG-
DCO-R-3), and the Office of Informa-
tion Resources (CG-DCO-R-6). The
Port Safety and Security programs ad-
ministered by the Chief, Office of Com-
mercial Vessel Compliance (CG-CVC),
and the Marine Environmental Re-
sponse programs administered by the
Chief, Office of Environmental Re-
sponse Policy (CG-MER), are guided by
regulations contained in 33 CFR chap-
ter I. The Deputy for Operations Policy
and Capabilities (CG-DCO-D) exercises
technical control over the Com-
manding Officer, National Maritime
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Center (NMC), and, through the Dis-
trict Commander, supervises the ad-
ministration of the Marine Safety Di-
vision of District Offices and Officers
in Charge, Marine Inspection.

(i) The Director of Commercial Regu-
lations and Standards (CG-5PS), under
the general direction and supervision
of the Deputy for Operations Policy
and Capabilities (CG-DCO-D), estab-
lishes federal policies for development
of marine safety, security, and environ-
mental protection treaties, laws, and
regulations; develops safety, security,
and environmental protection stand-
ards for the maritime industry; inte-
grates all marine safety, security, and
environmental protection regulatory
programs; prepares legislation, regula-
tions, and industry guidance for new
safety and environmental protection
programs; and maintains an active pro-
gram for development of third party
consensus industry standards.

(A) The Chief, Office of Design and
Engineering Standards (CG-ENG), at
Headquarters, under the direction of
the Deputy for Operations Policy and
Capabilities (CG-DCO-D) and the Di-
rector of Commercial Regulations and
Standards (CG-5PS), manages the pro-
gram for defining the overall regu-
latory approach for vessels, offshore
structures, and other marine systems
incorporating safety considerations re-
garding the role of the human element;
develops policies and regulations on
load line matters and supervises classi-
fication societies authorized to assign
load lines on behalf of the Coast Guard;
oversees the development and mainte-
nance of programs that incorporate
risk-based methods in making safety
determinations and policies; and over-
sees technical research and develop-
ment for safety and environmental pro-
tection associated with marine vessels,
structures and facilities.

(B) The Chief, Office of Operating and
Environmental Standards (CG-OES), at
Headquarters, under the direction of
the Deputy for Operations Policy and
Capabilities (CG-DCO-D) and the Di-
rector of Commercial Regulations and
Standards (CG-5PS), coordinates and
integrates program standards for per-
sonnel qualification, vessel manning,
vessel and facility operations, cargo
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systems and handling, and environ-
mental protection; develops and main-
tains standards, regulations, and indus-
try guidance for maritime industry op-
erations to prevent deaths, injuries,
property damage, and environmental
harm; develops and maintains safety
standards and regulations for commer-
cial fishing industry vessels and
uninspected commercial vessels; and
develops and maintains health and
safety standards and regulations for
U.S.-inspected vessels.

(C) The Chief, Office of Standards
Evaluation and Development (CG-
REG), at Headquarters, under the Di-
rection of the Deputy for Operations
Policy and Capabilities (CG-DCO-D)
and the Director of Commercial Regu-
lations and Standards (CG-5PS), co-
ordinates the development of new
standards, programs, and regulations
across all technical and operational
areas of marine safety and environ-
mental protection; provides com-
prehensive analytical support for all
standards assessment and development
efforts; coordinates development of
measures of effectiveness for assessing
regulatory programs and consensus
standards; and oversees the Coast
Guard’s rulemaking development pro-
gram.

(D) The Commanding Officer, Marine
Safety Center, under the Direction of
the Deputy for Operations Policy and
Capabilities (CG-DCO-D) and the Di-
rector of Commercial Regulations and
Standards (CG-5PS), conducts reviews
and approvals of plans, calculations,
and other materials concerning the de-
sign, construction, alterations, and re-
pair of commercial vessels to deter-
mine conformance with the marine in-
spection laws, regulations, and imple-
menting directions, and administers
the U.S. Tonnage Measurement pro-
gram.

(ii) The Assistant Commandant for
Prevention Policy (CG-5P), under the
general direction and supervision of
the Deputy for Operations Policy and
Capabilities (CG-DCO-D), acts as Pro-
gram Manager for the Marine Safety,
Security, and Environmental Protec-
tion Programs; directs, coordinates,
and integrates the Coast Guard’s ma-
rine safety and environmental protec-
tion compliance programs, contingency
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planning, response operations, and in-
vestigations programs; establishes and
coordinates field implementation poli-
cies and priorities for all marine safety
commands and units; serves as the
focal point for field support and tech-
nical guidance; and provides oversight
of marine documentation and marine
personnel administration matters.

(A) The Chief, Office of Commercial
Vessel Compliance (CG-CVC), at Head-
quarters, under the direction of the
Deputy for Operations Policy and Ca-
pabilities (CG-DCO-D) and
theAssistant Commandant for Preven-
tion Policy (CG-5P), administers and
balances all marine safety and environ-
mental protection compliance pro-
grams, including direction of Coast
Guard activities and oversight of third
parties and industry programs; devel-
ops, publishes, and maintains program
policies for vessel compliance, inter-
prets standards and regulations, and
provides field guidance for execution
and enforcement; administers the ma-
rine inspection program, commercial
fishing vessel examination program,
and foreign vessel boarding program
for the enforcement of commercial ves-
sel material and operational safety
standards; and supervises the adminis-
tration of the manning of U.S. vessels
and credentialing of U.S. mariners.

(B) The Chief, Office of Environ-
mental Response Policy (CG-MER), at
Headquarters, under the Direction of
the Deputy for Operations Policy and
Capabilities (CG-DCO-D) and the As-
sistant Commandant for Response Pol-
icy (CG-5R), coordinates and integrates
field planning, preparedness, and re-
sponse operations for pollution inci-
dents, natural disasters, marine acci-
dents, terrorism, and other threats to
public safety, the marine environment,
or marine transportation and com-
merce; develops, publishes, and main-
tains program policies for preparedness
and response, interprets laws and regu-
lations, and provides field guidance for
execution; provides guidance regarding
emergency authorities of the Captain
of the Port (COTP); and administers
Office programs for ports and waterway
management, bridging compliance, and
response efforts with an active pres-
ence in the marine environment.
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(C) The Chief, Office of Investigations
and Analyses (CG-INV), at Head-
quarters, under the direction of the
Deputy for Operations Policy and Ca-
pabilities (CG-DCO-D) and the Assist-
ant Commandant for Prevention Policy
(CG-5P), reviews investigations of ma-
rine casualties; manages, develops pol-
icy for and evaluates domestic and
international programs and processes
associated with investigations of ma-
rine casualties and injuries; manages
analysis of casualties and casualty
data, civil penalties and other remedial
programs (including proceedings to
suspend or revoke Coast Guard creden-
tials held by mariners); and manages
marine employer drug and alcohol test-
ing programs.

(D) The Commanding Officer, Coast
Guard National Maritime Center
(NMC), under technical control of the
Deputy for Operations Policy and Ca-
pabilities (CG-DCO-D), administers the
mariner credentialing program; evalu-
ates merchant mariners for suitability
for service; issues merchant mariner
credentials; evaluates and conducts
oversight of approved courses; and ex-
ercises operational and administrative
control over the NMC detachments.

(iii) The Director of Operations Re-
source Management (CG-DCO-R),
under the general direction and super-
vision of the Deputy Commandant for
Operations (CG-DCO), serves as Facil-
ity Manager for the marine safety pro-
grams; coordinates and integrates fi-
nancial, informational, and human re-
sources; plans, acquires, develops, and
allocates resources for development
and execution of the Coast Guard’s ma-
rine safety programs; provides the
focal point for all resource issues in
support of the Standards and Oper-
ations Directorates; and oversees the
development and management of the
Coast Guard’s direct user fee program.

(2) The Judge Advocate General and
Chief Counsel of the Coast Guard (CG-
094), under the general direction of and
in coordination with the General Coun-
sel, Department of Homeland Security,
is the senior legal advisor to the Com-
mandant, Vice Commandant, and sen-
ior staff officers. The Judge Advocate
General advises on all cases and con-
troversies arising under the various au-
thorities of the Coast Guard involving
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alleged violations of international,
maritime, navigation, and vessel in-
spection laws, or regulations prescribed
there under and published in this chap-
ter or in 33 CFR chapter I, and reviews
appeals to the Commandant from ac-
tions derived from these authorities.
On completion of such a review, the
Judge Advocate General prepares a
proposed action for the Commandant’s
consideration or, in appropriate cases,
takes final action on behalf of, and as
directed by, the Commandant.

[CGD 88-033, 54 FR 50376, Dec. 6, 1989]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting §1.01-10, see the List of CFR
Sections Affected, which appears in the
Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and at www.fdsys.gov.

§1.01-15 Organization; Districts; Na-

tional Maritime Center.

(a) To assist the District Com-
mander, and the Atlantic Area Com-
mander with respect to Activities Eu-
rope, in carrying out the regulatory
and enforcement aspects of marine
safety, there is assigned to each Dis-
trict Commander and to the Atlantic
Area Commander a staff officer des-
ignated as Chief, Marine Safety Divi-
sion. The chain of military command is
from the District Commander to each
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection,
within the district and from the Atlan-
tic Area Commander to the Officer in
Charge, Activities Europe. The Chief of
the Marine Safety Division is a staff of-
ficer assigned to the District Com-
manders and Atlantic Area Com-
mander, and acts only on the basis of
the authority and direction of the Dis-
trict Commanders, and the Atlantic
Area Commanders with respect to Ac-
tivities Europe.

(1) The Chiefs, Marine Safety Divi-
sion, in the District Offices, under the
supervision of their respective District
Commanders, direct the activities of
their district relative to vessel, factory
and shipyard inspections; reports and
investigations of marine casualties and
accidents; processing of violations of
navigation and vessel inspection laws;
the credentialiing, shipment and dis-
charge of seamen; the investigation
and institution of proceedings looking
to suspension and revocation under 46
U.S.C. chapter 77 of credentials held by
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